English Summary

Borderland regions and their institutionalized structures for cross-border cooperation, the Euroregions,  play a specific and important role in the process of European integration. The Euroregion Tatry has been functioning since 1994; its constituents are the local communities represented by counties, towns, communes and villages of the Polish-Slovak borderlands.

We ask ourselves the question, just what is this Polish-Slovak borderland like? Do we associate it with backwardness, conflicts, high unemployment and provinciality? Or is it rather a dynamically developing region, in tune with its heritage, whose landscapes and varied and authentic culture captivate the visitor, a region where people and institutions cooperate with one another in an atmosphere of understanding and mutual respect for differing beliefs, convictions and national, cultural and ethnic individuality?

The Polish-Slovak Borderlands Annual Report is an integral part of the Euroregion Tatry Polish-Slovak Information System, which has been created by the Euroregion Tatry thanks to a grant from the Small Projects Fund of the Phare 2000 Polish-Slovak Cross-Border Cooperation Program. In the Annual Report we wish to describe, explain and present current socioeconomic, political and cultural trends. We will make reference to the history, literature and cultural heritage of these lands. We intend to document important events taking place in the Polish-Slovak borderlands and present interesting people and their accomplishments. It is our ambition to publish articles based on scientific research and so we have invited Polish and Slovak specialists in various disciplines to work together with us. We hope to break down the stereotypes, one-sided opinions, prejudices and animosities which exist on both sides of the Tatras. We sincerely hope that our Annual Report will play a large part in the success of the cross-border cooperation project.

In the wake of the changes taking place in Europe, Poles and Slovaks stand before a historic chance to shape their future on a basis of friendly cooperation, understanding and co-existence. An important step towards this goal was the conference held on the 26th of April 2002 in Prešov entitled “Slovak-Polish Cross-Border Cooperation - the Road to the European Union”, in which the presidents of Poland and Slovakia, Aleksander Kwaśniewski and Rudolph Schuster, took part. This momentous event, of great importance not only for the Euroregion Tatry, has been documented for the Euroregion Tatry with photographs and fragments of the speeches given there.

We feel that there is a need to raise awareness about the history of the Polish-Slovak borderlands, where through the ages Slovak, Polish, Hungarian, German, Jewish and Ruthenian culture have intermingled. Ivan Chalupecki’s article “The Piarist College in Podolinec” makes an excellent start in this direction.

The Tatras have inspired writers, poets and artists for centuries. Jacek Kolbuszewski’s “The Symbolism of the Tatras in Slovak Literature” will be of interest not only to literary connoisseurs.

Several short and informative articles will report on the activities of the Euroregion Tatry in 2002, including Antoni Nowak’s “The Center for Polish-Slovak Promotion and Cross-Border Cooperation in Nowy Targ” and “The Joint Polish-Slovak Small Projects Fund Phare 2000”, Gabriela Kantorková’s “The Sixth Annual Euroregion Without Borders Highland Festival” and Paweł Myślik’s “The Euroregion Tatry Information System”.

In the “Portraits” section we have a sketch of Jan Skupin, the main initiator and driving spirit of the Euroregion Tatry, as presented by Ol’ga Marhuliková, as well as a sketch of Jan Jagła, a Euroregion activist who passed away four years ago, by Emil Kowalczyk.

In “The Tatras on Display” we will briefly present the newest publications concerning the Polish-Slovak Tatras and surrounding areas. In this edition we have three short reviews by Mieczysław Mantyka.

The Annual Report closes off with the “Calendar” and “Annex”, carefully prepared by Teresa Siaśkiewicz, in which we present a list of the leadership of the Euroregion Tatry for the years 1999 to 2002.
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